
 

War on 
Civilians 
Residents walk through 
the ruins of Richmond, 
Virginia, in April of 1865. 
Richmond served as the 
capital of the 
Confederate States of 
America during the 
majority of the War. After 
a long siege in 1865, with 
General Ulysses S. Grant's 
Union troops about to 
take the city, Confederate 
troops were ordered to 
evacuate, destroying 
bridges and burning 
supplies they could not 
carry. A massive fire 
swept through Richmond, 
destroying large parts of 
the city. About one week 
after the evacuation of 
Richmond, Gen. Robert E. 
Lee surrendered to Grant 
in near Appomattox, 
Virginia, on April 9, 1865. 
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